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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

SELECT COMMITTEE, DROVING ACT
AMENDMENT BILL,
On wotion by Hon. Sir E. H. WIT-

TENOOM, the time for bringing up the re-
port wag extended to the 1lth November.

SELECT COMMITTEE, FRUIT CASES
BILL,

On motion by Hon. A. SANDERSON, the
time for bringing up the report was extended
to the 4th November.

QUESTION—SOLDIER SETTLEMENT,
PASTORAL COUNTRY.

Hon. J. W, HICKEY asked the Minister
for Edueation: 1, Is it a fact that Mr. T,
Pearce has held for a number of years con-
giderably over 100,000 acres of pastoral
country near Mt. Kenneth, south of Mt
Magnet, which is not stocked as required by
the conditions applicable to the lease? 2,
Is it a fact that pastoral land is unobtain-
able in the neighbourhood for refnrned sol-
diers? 3, If so, will the Government take
the nccessary steps to forfeit the lease
granted to Mr. Pearce, and throw the land
open for returned soldiers?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, No. 2, Yes. 3, Answered by No.
1,

QUESTION—NATIVE RESERVE,
MOGUMBER.

Hon. J. MILLS asked the Minister for
Edueation: 1, What number of full-blooded
natives are there on the mative reserve near
Mogumber? 2, What nember of half-castes9
3, How many Government employees are en-
gaged on the reserve? 4, What is the total
cost of maintenance of the institution for
the year ended 30th June, 19199 5, What is
the total cost of buildings and other im-
provements to 30th June, 1919%

The MINISTER TOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, 51. 2, 83 decmed to be aboriginalg
.wwhin the meaning of Section 3 of “*The
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Aborigines Act, 1903.°’ 3, Tour, normal
staff five. 4, £1,841; includes salavies and
wages, ratioas and killing sheep, travelling
freight, stoek, farm implements, and fodder.
5, £1,076; ineluding wages for skilled labour.

) QUESTION — RAILWAY  ACCOMMODA-

TION, DISABLED SOLDIERS.

Hon. A. FI. PANTON asked the Minister
for Edueation: 1, Arc the Government
aware that disabled goldiers visiting the
Base Mospital, Premantle, suffer consider-
able pain and inconvenience through over-
erowding in second class earriages? 2, That
the soldiers are being prevented by the in-
spectors from travelling first elass? 3, Will
the Government provide either (a) firat eclass
tickets, or (b) rescrve a second class com-
partment for disabled soldiers?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, No. No complainta have been re-
ceived from goldiers from such a cause. 2,
Yes, when there is sufficient sceond elass
accommodation available. 3, (a) Sce reply
(b). (b) Yes, sccond clagss aceommodation
will be reserved when neecessary for soldievs
nttending basc hospital on receipt of adviee
when se travelling.

BILL—DO& ACT AMENDMENT,
Substituted Bill.

The HONQRARY MINISTER (Hon. C.
F. Baxter—East) [4.36]: As there appenrs
to be some doubt about this House passing
Clauses 5 and 14 of the Bill as introduced,
which eclauses rvefer to fees to he charged
for the registration of dogs, 1 desire to
withdraw the present Bill and to substitute
for it another Bill in which those clauses
are printed in italtes. To deliver another
second reading speech wonld be tedious, and
I erave the indulgence of hon. members in
the matter. I move—

That the Bill now before the House be
withdrawn, ond that leave be given to
substitute therefor amother Bill.

Hon. J. DUFFELL (Mectropolitan-Sub-
urban) [4.37]: Tt scems io me that the
Honorary Minister’s new Bill has been
drawn in the same alipshod fashion as the
Rill first introduced.

The PRESIDENT: Tt is not usunl to de-
bate a question of this kind. The hon. gen-
tleman will have an opportunity of making
what remarks lie wishes to make on the Bill,
at a later stage. If he objects to the with-
drawal of the Bill, of course the measure
canunot be withdrawn, If one member dis-
sents, it prevents the leave of the House
from being given, Do I vnderstand that the
hon, member wishes to dissent from the
withdrawal of the measure?

Hon. J. DUFFELL: I do not feel dis-
posed to have tha new Bill brought ia.

The PRESIDENT: I cannot allow the
hon. member to debate the question of with-
drawal, which nnist be put without dcbate.
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Hon. J. CORNELL (South) [4.38]: I
object to the withdrawal of the Bill, for the
reasgn that another Bill dealing with the
sime subject cannot, under our Standing
Orders, be introduced in the same session.

The PRESIDENT: There is no difficulty
in that respect.

Question put and passed.

The PRESIDENT: If the Honorary
Minister has the Bill to be substituted
ready, the Bill will go on in Committee as if
it had never becn withdrawn.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The new
Bill will now he distributed.

In Committee.

Resumed from the 15th October; Hon. J.
F. Allen in the Chair, the Honorary Minis-
ter in charge of the Bill,

Clavse 2—Amendment of Section 8 (partly
eonsidered) :

Clanse put and passed.
Clause 2—Amendment of Section 5:

Hon. J. DUFTFELL: I hope the Commit-
tee will not agree to this elause, which scems
to have been introdvced without proper con-
sidcration. The prineipal Act provides that
a person may have a dog in his possession
for 21 days without giving notice to the
local authority for registration purposes,
Under this clanse, the 21 days will be eut
out entirely, and no time whatever will be
allowed between the reeeipt of a dog and
the piving of notice to the loeal authorities.
SBuppese a dog is imported from the Eastern
States, arriving on a Sunday morning, when
notice cannot be given to the local authority.
Tf an officer of the loecal authority on the
Sunday afterncon found that dog on the
premises of the person who received it, that
person would be liable to prosecution.

Flon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: Buf Sunday
is a dies non.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: Suppose the dog ar-
rived by steamer on a Saturday afternoon,
the pogition would be the same. The whole
Bill is likely to cause annoyance, and this
espeeially applies to Clause 3.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I see no
hardship whatever in the elanse. The dan-
ger lies in the opposite dircetion to that
snggested by Mr. Duffell. In order to estab-
lish that a dog ought to have becn regis-
teved, the loeal authority would have to
preve that the animal had been in the de-
fendant's possession for a period of 21 days.
An inspector may go to a person’s house on

onre duy and sce a dog, and in 21 days may .

go again, when the dog may have disap-
peared. Power is given to keep a dog for 21
days without registration. That has made
the law nnworkable, and it is the reason for
excising the provision regarding the 21 days,
Local governing bodies do not deal harshly
with these matters, The provision here is
designed to got at those persons who are in-
clined to evade the registration of their dogs.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon, Sir E. H, WITTENOOM: T sug-
gest that progress be reported so that we
may see what changes lave been made in
this Bill.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: C(lange 5 of the
original Aet says, ‘‘Any person who shall
keep a dog for a period exceeding 21 days
withont causing such dog to be registered.”’
That is the scction the Honorary Minister
is now going to amend by these words,
““Baction 5 of the principal Aet is hereby
amended by the excision of the words ‘a
period of 21 days,’?’ .

The HONORARY MINISTER: There
has been no alteration in the Bill outside of
the date of registration.

The CHATIRMAN: T would draw the
Honorary Minister’s attention to the fact
that in the prineipal Act the words are ‘‘a
period exceeding 21 days,”’ whereas in the
Bill now before the Committee the words to
be cxeised arc ‘‘a period of 21 days.’’

The HONORARY MINISTER: I move
an amendment—

Thet the word ‘“of’’ be struck ont and
‘‘exceeding’’ ingerted in lieu.
Amendment put and passed.

Hon. Sir E. H, WITTENOOM: I do not
know that the amendment is a satisfactory
onc if it does away with the 21 days. It
would be more difficult at the end of that
period to find out whether a dog was regis-
tered or not, and diffieult to say when the
perlod of 21 days commenced. I sec no ob-
Jection to the apmendment so far as it re-~
lates to the country.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: Section 5§ of the
principal Act has worked satisfactorily up
te the present. The penalty provided states
that any person failing to register shall be
subjeet to a penalty not exceeding 40s. and
not less thanm 10s, These penalties should be
quite sufficient.

Clange as amended put and a division
taken with the following result:—

Ayes .. . .. oo 14
Noes . .. . .. 9
Majority for . .. 5
AYES.
Hen, C. F. DBaxter Hon. G. W. Mlles
Hoa. H. Carson Hon. J. Mills
Hon, E. M. Clarke Hon. E. Rose
Hon. H. PP, Colebatch Hon. A, J. H. Saw
Hon. J. E. Dodd Hon. H. Stewnri
Hon., J. W, Kirwan Hon, SirE. H. Wittenoom
Hon. €, McKenzie Hon. J, J, Holmes
{Tellar.}
Noks,
Hon. J. Cornell Hen. J. Nicholson
Hou, J. Duffell Hon. A. H. Panton
Hon, V. Hamersley Hon. A, Sandersen
Hon. R. J. Lynn Hen, J. Gunningham
Han, H. Millingten

{Tsiler.)
Clause as amended thus passed.

Hon, J. NICHBOLSON: I would draw the
attention of the Committee to the faet that
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the clause which we have just passed does

not give cffect to what is necessary.

The CHAIRMAN: The lion. member can-
not discnss that question now, but may de
so if the Bill is recommitted.

Clauses 4-to 7—agreed to.

Clause 8—Insertion of section after See-
tion 1T:

Hon. J. DUFPELL: In wmy opinion the
metropolitan areas, the goldfields, and Al-
bauy should be exempt from the operation
of this eclause. In the metropolitan area
there are many oy dogs and miniature pom-
eranian dogs that arc kept by various people.
The charm of the pomeranian is the frill
around its neek, 1f the owner is compelled
to put a eollar with a dise upon the dog’s
neek, it will spoil its beauty, Special arrange-
ments are made for leading such dogs into a
show ring, which do not interfere with the
frill I have described. I move an amend-
ment—

That this clanse shall not apply to the
metropolitan area, the goldfields, or to
Albany.

The CHMAIRMAN: The amendment does
not appear to me to be quite in order.

Hon. H. CARSON: The objeet the hon,
member has in view might be achicved if he
were to exempt the miniature dogs, to which
he has ealready referred.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I hope
the Committec will not agree to the amend-
ment, 1t is more important that collars
should be worn in the areag mentioned in
the amendment than elsewhere and the
authorities should have the power to see that
the dogs arc registered.

Hou. Sir E. FI. WITTENOOM: If the
principle of the clanse iz of any importance,
it will be impossible to aceept bthe amend-
_ment, We might get over the diffienlty by

accepting the suggestion made by Mr.
Carson,
Hon, JJ. DUFFELL: 1 realise that my

amendment does not meet with the approval
of the Committec and I will, therefore, ask
leave to withdraw it so as te substitute an-
other.

Amendinent by leave withdrawn.

Hon. J. DUFFELL:
ment—

That the following proviso be added to
the clause:—~‘Provided that miniature
pomeranians, black and tan terriers and
poodles shall he exempt from this clause.’’

Hon. members know what toy pomeranians
are like and also that the English terrier dog
does not weigh more than 3lbs. The poodle
is & well known white curly dog. The sug-
gestion emanates from the Australian Ken-
nel Club, which is affiliated with the English
Kennel Club, and their recommendation is
worthy of some consideration.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I admit
there is some necessity for the exemption in
the iirection indicated by the hon. member,

I move an amend-

. Clarke.
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but I would like to know how far we are
going. How are we to define a black and
tan terrier, for instoance?

Hon., J. J. HOLMES: Tt is not how we
are going to define these dogs; it will be
how the oflicers or the police magistrate will
define them. All this will add to the cost
and will help to bring the measure into ridi-
cule. Personally, I am satisfied with the
Bill as it stands.

Hon, A, J, H, SBAW: T would like to ask
my colleague, reperesenting as he does a
democratic provisce, why this invidious dis-
tinetion between high-class dogs? Why
should an BEoglsh black and tan terrier be
exempt from Wearing a collar while my Aus-
tralinn sillly terrier should have to wear
one? [ am entirely opposed to the innova-
tion. The owners of dogs should cut their
coats aecording to their cloth, and if a collar
interferes with the frills around the dog’s
neck, well, let them design a collar which
will be snitable,

Hon, E. M. CLARKE: T am passionately
fond of dogs, but the hon. member appat-
ently does not represent people who own
stock. The owners of sheep and cattle also
own dogs which are indispensable, and why
should they be compelled to pay a license
far heeping these valuzble animals while
owners of the toy dogs should go free? One
is an absolute necessity and the other is just
a matter of sentiment.

Hon., J. E. DODD: I am opposed to the

amendment, for the rcason given by Mr,
Why is it nccessary to have any
collar or dise at all for a dog? Why not
make the penalty for keeping an unregis-
tercd dog very much heavier than it is and
do away with the collar and dise. I was
the owner of a prize cocker spaniel in Perth
for over two years. The dog was registered
and he wore a collar and dise. The ecollar
and dise, however, were stolem, Tast year
we registered the dog and did not put ou a
collar ane dise and the dog was stolen. I
think, however, we might impose a heavy
penalty and de away with the eollar and
dise,
T Hon. J. DUFFELL: T am a keeper of
miniature pomeranian dogs and I would
rather dispose of them than be compelled to
put o collar and dise around their necks. It
would detract fram their heauty,

Hon, J. CORNELL: I oppose the amend-
ment. T have a weakuness for the utility
dog but, if any vote of mine could eradicate
the kind of animal to which Mr. Duffell re-
Torred, [T would give it. We have exhibi-
tions of the beauty of these dogs in trams
and railway trains, I had a like experience
to Mr. todd. T bhad a useful dog that was
neither beautifel nor picturesque; only in
my case someone stole the dise and left me
with the dog.

Amendment pui and negatived.

Clange put and passed.

Clanses 9, 10—mgreed to.

Clause 1l—Amcndment of Section 31:



1040

Hon. J., DUFFELL: Section 31 places

the onus of proof of registration on the -

owner. I agree with an extension of
the period of age from three months to six
months, but the period of 21 days’ owner-
ship should be retained. People should be
given n reasonable time after purchasing a
dog to notify the local authorities and reg-
ister it. In some parts of the country people
have to fravel long distances to reach the
local authority.

Hon. J. NICHOLBON : The 21 days
peried is rather long., T intend to move for
the recommittal of Clanse 3 with a view fo
making the period seven days and, if that is
adopted, this clause must be brought inte
conformity with it. I move an amend-
ment— '

That in line 4 the words ‘‘twenty-one’’
be astruck out with a view to inserting
“aeven.’’

The CHAIRMAN: 1 suggest that the
clauge be passed in its present form and re-
committed for further consideration, as the
amendment indicated by the Hon. Mr. Nich-
olson will nceessitate an alteration to other
words,

Hon. J. Nicholson:
adopt that course.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The Committee do
not propose te give any time in which to
register a dog, and anyone owning a dog
without & dise is liable. Unless we take up
this attitude we shall never eatch the dog
owner who evades registration.

The HONORARY MINISTER : The
period of 21 days has been fonnd to give
opportunitics to owners to evade registra-
tion. People, honest in their intentions to
register their dogs, would not suffer under
the clause, but the seven days. snggested by
Mr. Nicholson would provide opportunities for
evagion just as the 21 days period has done,
The onus of proof of registration should be
on the ¢wner.

Hon. E. M. CLARKE: It appears to me
that wnder the provision the honest dealer
will sce that the dogs are registered. The
purchaser who purchases a dog withont a
dige should be pennolised; otherwise it is
putting a premium on the letting of the
registration go wntil the dog can be dis-
posed of. When 2 man buys a dog he should
be required to buy the collar with it,

Hon. A. J. H, 3AW: T am in favour of
the provision in the Bill. It will make the
way of the dog stealer a good deal harder;
because as soon as he steals a dog he will
get rid of the dise, and will then be in pos-
session of an unregistered dog.

Hon, Sir E. H, WITTENOOM: I am in
favour of a shorter time being allowed. Tt
is a question of administration. Why
should a person who has a dog be allowed
21 days? Alternatively, why not allow n
man with a buggy or a motor car 21 days
jn which to license it} After, say, 15 days
the dog ean he handed to somcbody else,
when it becomes impossible for the local
authorities to trace it. I do not believe

I am prepared to

[COUNCIL.]

any inspectors will worry owners by tak-
ing extreme steps.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.
Clanse put and passed.

Clanses 12, 13 and 15—agreed to.
Title—agreed to.

IThe President resumed the Chair.)

Bill reported with amendments,

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.
(1) Prices Regulation,
(2) Road Distriets.

Reecived from the Assembly and read
o first tiime,

BILL—WIHEAT MARKETING.
In Committee.

Resumed from the 23rd October; Hon,
J. ¥, Allen in the Chair; the Houorary
Minister in charge of the Bill.

Clause 2—Extension of Acts to wheat
harvested in 1919-20:

Hen, A, SANDERSON: We ought to
thank the Minister for having eonsented to
report progress on Thorsday and so enabled
us to have a clear understanding as to the
position of affzirs. We are entitled to hear
from the Minister an exposition of the at-
titude the Government take up. Without
that T should be prepared to move an amend-
ment providing that the Aet shall apply to
the harvest of 1919-20 ‘“and no longer.”’
The country is entitled to demand the po-
licy of the Government in regard to the
wheat pool, and this is the only clause on
which we can diseuss it. Tt was in 1916
that we were first faced with this problem,
and if T read a brief extract from
‘“Hansard’’ it is really to save the time of
the Committee. I then took up an attitude
which I still eonsider right., This was a
war time measure. Conditions have ea-
tirely changed, but the protest which T
made then is the protest which I make to-
day. Speaking on 30th November, 1916, T
said—

If this question of dealing with the
wheat erop of Australia is to be regarded
as it should be, and if this Bill ean he
regarded as a war measure, I think it is
very mueh to be regretted that the whole
thing, from start to finish, was vnot handed
over to the Federal Government.  If, on the
other hand, this is a question of the pro-
teetion of our farmers, apart altogether
from the war, then I say that the trouble
ereated by the procedure is not finished
yet, and threatens to lead the country into
still further trouble. The Bill is wmost
objectionable to me. It violates every
pringiple that I hold of value in the con-
duet of public affairs, It is an extrava-
gant Bill, and the liabilities laid on the
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shoulders of this country under it awre
very heavy, and threaten to become more
severe than they are even at present. 1t
is a repudiation of contracts. I do not pro-
pose dealing so much with that aspest,
beennse I recognise at once the diffieulty
it places ws in. 1 want to be fair in any
criticism 1 have to offer upon this Bill,
but when I come to the question of the

procedure  which has been adopted, I

must be most emphatie in my ohjeetion,
The AMinister W%ill probably reply to wme
that the Government cannot definitely decide
off hand what is the best thing to be done.
But T think “they ean give us and the
farmers s very clear statement to the ef-
feet that the wheat pool in Western Aus-
tralia shall not continne one month longer
than is absolutely mnecessary. If, on the
othier hand, the Minister does not give us a
satisfactory reply, I will move the ‘‘no
longer’’ amendment, in order that we may
have some control over this huge liability
hanging on our shoulders.

The HONQORARY MINISTER : The
words ‘‘and no longer,”’ which Mr. Sander-
son  sugpgests should be added, would he
meaningless. The Government will have no
authority to handle the 1919-20 harvest
mntil that authority is granted to them hy
Parliament, But the Government wmust
retain control of the 1018.-19 harvest. My
only ohjection to the proposed addition to
the elause is that the words are superfluous,

Hon. J. DUFFELL: I agree with Mr,
Sanderson, The preamble to the original
Wheat Marketing Aet of 1916 shows plainly
that the measure was of an emergeney na-
ture, and that it arose out of war conditions,
which are now past. If a2 measure of this

kind is to be continued indefinitely, we must -

consider ways and means of cheapeuing
bread in this State, From a little compen-
dium of Australian statisties which was

handed to me the other day I glean that re-
cently the ruling prices of flour, per 2alh.
hag, were—in Sydney 44%d, in Melbonrne
42%,d.,, in Brishane 4814, in Adclaide
424 ., in Perth 40344, in Hobart 44%d.
The next point 3s the price of bread, which
in S8ydney, Brisbane, and Perth alike was
4144, per Joaf, notwithstanding the faet that
the eost of flour was higher in the other two
capital cities. It is plain, therefore, that
the present system of handling Western
Australian wheat is not eonducive to a low
price of bread, and therefore should not be
extended,
The CHATRMAN:
moved an amendment?
Hon. A. SANDERSON: I have not moved
an amendment, but I wish to get the opinion
of the Comumittee. Under your direction,
8ir, T now move an amendment—
That the words ‘‘and no longer’’ he
added to the first paragraph of the elause.

T asked for a clear statement of the Gov-
ernment’s intentions on an important matter
from the IMonorary Minister. He replies
that the words I propose to add to the clanse

Has Mr. Sanderson
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are meaningless and superfluous, Is the
Commitres prepared to strike out the clause?
The Government know perfectly well the im.
possible position they put us in year after
year., We have no more power to reject this
clanse than we have power to reject an ap-
propriation Bill coming down in the last
hours of the session. The Westralian Farm-
org Ltd. have decided that they have secured
this agency for the current season, and 1
think they are perfectly right.

The CHAIJRMAN: The hon. member
must not discuss the agreement,
Hon., A. SANDERSON: Even I am

iardly prepared to reject the clause as it
gtands. I am wnot prepared to interfere
in what iz an administrative act and not a
matter of policy. However, it is an cntirely
different thing to ask for power in regard
to the 1819-20 erop, I want to see the wheat
pool knocked on the head at the ecarliest
possible opportunity, though probably, at
the time, the pool was the best thing that
eculd be done, and in any ease it was forced
on us by the Federal Government. Mr,
Mitchel in 1916 said specifically, ¢‘This
scheme is foreed on us.’’ The responsibility
and the burden placed on the people of this
country are that the people have been made
to back the bill of the wheat pool. I recog-
nise the difieulty, and I recognise that the
Honorary Minister, personally, as a member
of the Government, and a8 the spokesman of
the Country party, is qualified to make a
pronouncement on this subject. But the
answer he gave just now is no answer at all.
Lither the Government have not had time
to conmsider the subject, or they are so
divided in their counsels that they have not
heen able to come to a conclusion. I con-
tend that the words ‘‘and no longer’’ would
be neither superiluous nor meaningless. They
would be an indieation to the Government
and to the farmers, and to anyone else in-
terested in the matter, that at the carliest
possible opportunity Western Australia will
withdraw frem partnership in  the wheat
pool. What positien we hold with regard to
the Pederal Government in this matter, I am
unable to say; but the Minister ought to be
able to tell us. Tt may be that we are so far
committed that we cannot get out until 19321,
But let us now work out a secheme which will
enable us to withdraw in 1921, If the words
‘“and no longer’’ were inserted, the Govern-
ment would not dare to come down next year
with a eciause like this, beeanse we should
then be justified in rejecting it,

The HONORARY MINISTER: On the
second reading of the Bill I said clearly
that the Government had considered the ques-
tion of the control of wheat, and had come
to the conclusion—and it is a sensible con-
clusion—that they must retain the control
until they wore reasonably free, If they
had deeided not to acquire the wheat thig
year, but te throw the business open to the
private ageneies again, this position would
hiave been ereated: the Government would
have had a lot of old wheat on their hands,
and the merchants would have been in a
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position to secure freight which the Govern-
ment would not have been able to secure,
amnd the merchants would have dispesed of
their new season’s wheat while the old wheat
would have been left on the hands of the
Government, inveolving loss mot only te our
farmers but also to our taxpayers.

Hon. J. Duffell: Wheat would have been
at a reasonable price.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Had the
wheat been left for purchase by private
eompetition, the probablities are that it
weuld not have been at a good price.

Hon. J. Duffell: What about the inferior
wheat

The HONORARY MINISTER: Inferior
wheat is sold on its milling value. Surely
ne hon, member objects to that,

Hon. J. Duffeil: It is only for feed,

The HONORARY MINISTER: Quite so,
but it is based on itsa milling value. That
i3 the basis on which it is sold for poultry

and pigs.
Ton. J. Duffell: Robbery.
The HONORARY MINISTER: The

words that Mr. Sanderson proposes fo_in-
sert will be meaningless, At the end of
1920 the Government may have a large
quantity of the coming season’s wheat on
hand. They have made an advance of 5s.
o bushel, and Mr. SBanderson desires that
they shall have no power, at the end of
1920, to handle it.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: You havo to reach
that stage sooncr or later.

The HONORARY MINISTER: When we
are reasonably free of wheat, but not be-
fore., If Mr. Sanderson wants to move an
amendment of this nature, T would suggest
that he moves to insert words something
like these, ‘*but shall not apply to the har-
vest of 1920-21.'7

Hon. A. Sanderson: Will you accept that{

The AONORARY MINISTER: I am only
throwing this out as a suggestion.  There
is mo harm in smch an amendment but the
words would still be superflonous. This Bill
gives us power to control the 1919-20 har-
vest, but we have no power to touch a grain
of the 1620-21 harvest,

Hon, Sir E, H. WITTENOOM: I do not
think we intend to tie ourselves down to
what iz to happen next year., What we
want to know is how long this elause will
extend in connection with the wheat we are
to deal with for the coming harvest. There
can be no harm in inscrting the words ‘‘no
longer.”” The Honorary Minister says that
at the end of 1920 he may have a lot of
wheat on hand on which 5s. a bushel has
been advanced by the Government. If that
is 50, let him come to the House with an-
other Bill for us to deal with at that time.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: He ean deal with it
cven if the wards ‘‘nmo longer’’ are inserted.
Tt only applics to the wheat harvested dur-
ing this period.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: We want
to know that this Bill doecs not deal with
anything - beyond the coming scason’s
wheat. If anything more is wanted, the

[COUNCIL.]

Government must ask Parlament to give it,
We could not vote against Clause 3, be-
cause of the ditficulties that would be cre-
ated if we did so. How long will the Bill
apply?

Hon. A, SANDERSON: The Honorary
Minister hias not given us the slightest in-
dication as to what the Government wish,
whether they wish the pool to be continued
or whether they wish it to lapse. The im-
portance of this is seen from the report on
the farmers’ convention at Ballarai, pub-
lished in the ‘“Age’’ of the 10th July last.
At that convention the farmers urged for a
continuance of - the wheat pool. They
waunted the elimination of political control.
They want us to back the bill and to get
the profit themselves. If the farmers waant
the pool there is no objection to their hav-
ing it, but let them finance it themselves.
The responsibility, however, has been put
on the general community of financing the
buginess vmder this Bill. We have no clear
statement from the Honorary Minister with
regard to the original intention of the Gov-
ernment as to whether the Bill is to be con-
tinued after 1919-20,

Hon. J. J. Holmes: They may not be in
office then.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: That does not
matter, The Country party will, no doubt,
remain in office, and both that party and
the Labour party are supporting this. The
Honorary Minister, if he will look up what
ke said in 1016, will see that he expressed
the wish that the control of the wheat poot
should be in the hands of the Gevernmeont,
irrespective of any scefion of the com-
munity, That is quite right, as we have
the whole of the responsibility of the pool
on our shounlders as far ag the finances are
eoncerned, If the Honorary Minister will
not give us a eclear statement, we are com-
pelled to draw our own conclusions from
the facts, namely, that we have no oppor-
tunity of stopping this pool for 1919-20, 1
am indifferent as to the form of the words
used to convey an amendment to this
clauge, but I do want to stop the Govern-
ment from continuing this pool a wmonth
longer than is necessary, and to give to the
country by a division a elear indication as
te the opinions of hon. memhers here. Ti
we go on with the wheat pool, it s evident
that the Labour party will come in and
have the whele thing nationalised.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
clanse is absolutely clear and definite. Tt
extends the power conferred on the Gov-
ernment by the Wheat Marketing Act ot
1916, as subsequently amended, to the har-
vest, that is about to be reaped. It docs
nothing more. Tt gives the Government no
power in regard to any subsequent harvest.
The 1016 Aet was passed because of the ox-
traordinary circumstanees which prevailed
all over the world, duc to the war, one
effeet being that no shipping was available
far Australia. Withoul this Act, the wheat
of the farmers would have bheen thrown
upon its own level as to price and value,
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whieh would have been nothing. The farm-
ing sommunity would have been ruined and
the country with it. These conditions,
which made the. passing of the Act in 1916
necessary, prevail to-day, and it is becouse
of that—not because of any action of the
Government in delaying the Bill, but be-
canse the conditions which made the 1910
Act necessary still prevail—that this House
is not prepared to talke the responsibility
of rejecting the measure. We are still with-
out shipping, and we will have a large ae-
cumulation of wheat in Australia, The
ftovernment have come to the conclusion
that, in order to proteet that wheat, it is
necessary that they should take over the
coming harvest. :

Hun. A. Sanderson: The farmers want it
as i permanency.

The MINISTER I'OR EDUCATION :
Now Mr. Sanderson wants an  as-

suranée as to what the Government
arc  gomg to do mext year. The
Government, however, ecan give mno such

agsurance because they de not know what
the eircumstances will be next year, or
whether there will be a surplus of wheat
in Australia to he protected. If next year
there is no congestion of shipping, and we
can geb our wheat away, and the Govern-
ment comng aleng to Parliament with a Bill
like this, this House can rejeet it without
any injury to aayone, and throw the wheat
back upon its own resources. There are
many things which will not go back to
normal; fhat is to say, to what they were
before the war. One canmot unseramble
cggs. The conditions that prevail to-day
are such that we must toke control of the
coming harvest and ask the House to agree
to this. According to unext year’s con-
ditions, the Government’s policy will be
framed and submitted to Parliament. The
addition of the words ‘‘no longer’’ will he
meaningless, becanse the clanse mezops the
harvest 1919-20 and does not mean any-
thing more. 1f it is designed te prevent a
futire Parliament from extending the op-
crations of this mensure to another lLarvest,
the words wounld be out of order and
cgqually futile, becausc it is impossible to
bind any new Puarlinment in any way.

Sitting suspended fraomy 6.15 to 7.530 p.m.

Hon. J. .J. HOLMES: Neither of the
proposed amendments will earry us any
further but we should insist upon some de-
finite stand in conncetion with the Wheat
Marketing Bill before us., It will be ve-
membered that the Bill comes up each year
and on each oceasion the House says that if
it oecurs again, drastic action will he
taken, but we never get any further, Now
is the opportunity to deal with. the matter.
Tt is rather a puzzle to me why we single
out wheat and ask the general iaxpayver tn
back that indnstry, Thig to my mind is
bronght about by a combination of parties.
Onc party aims at nationalising all indus-
tries and another party who came into Par-

.that soch a thing is possible.
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liament with one objeet in view, have de-
claved that their end is to further their
own partieular industry at all seasens. It
is by a combination of two sueh parties
All this shows
the strength parties have upon  politics.
During the whole period that the Govern-
ment have engaged in keeping up the price
of wheat, the self same Government have
done all in their power to keep down ihe
price of meat. Whyt Beeausc the ment
praducers have not members bekind them.
We lhave a Bill before us now sent to us
by another Chamber, the object of which is
to keep down the price of commodities, and
while that Bill iz being put on the Notice
Paper, we have ouother one hefore us to
keep up the price of wheat, flour, and bread.
I said last year that next time the Wheat
Marketing Bill ecame before us, T would
hold it up, 2nd now I am preparcd to carry
ont that threat. T snggest that we have a
ronnd robin, submit it to the Premier and
tcll him straight away that uniess we are
treated differently next year, it will be of no
use putting another Wheat Marketing Bill
before us.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
would like to reply to one or two of the re-
marks made by the hon, member who has
just sat down., He said, ¢ Why is wheat the
only industry singled out for this assist-
ance, and why have the Government on-
deavoured to depress the price of meat?’’
Does the hon., member realise the difference
hetween n eommodity like meat of which
there is a short supply and for which the
public are paying an extraordinary price
because it eannot be brought to them, and
a commodity like wheat that would be a
drug on the market unless some action were
taken by the (overnment to protect it. The
hon. member asks why wheat is siugled out
and why not protect the pastoralists as well?
Because the Tmperial and the Federal Gov-
erninents have made an arrangement with
the pastoralists very similar to the cxisting
arrangement in connection with wheat, and
that arrangement is as good for the pastor-
alists a9 the other is for the farmer. Had
there been no arrangement between the Tm-
perinl and the Federal Governmemt, the
pastoralists would never have got a pries
for their commedity.

Hon, J. J. Holmes:
wool.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: T
knew the hon. member asked why wheat
only was proteeted. It is not the only ar-
ticle protected. Did not the Government ve-
cently give a guarantes in connection with
the pearling industry., Why did they do
that? Becavse it was thought that that in-
dustry would he in the same position as
wheat, namely, unible to reach its market,
and that the purchaser would bhe at the
mercy of anyons who was able te hold it
and who conld come nlong then and buy it
at any price. What we have to look at is this:
Was it a wise proceeding for the Govern-

I mever mentioned
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ment to take charge of wheat and prevent
it being thrown upon the market and pre-
vent the farmer aceepting a price which
would not have helped him to ecarry on? The
action that was tnken was not only wise,
but it was the only thing that eonldl Tc
done. It it not a wise thing to do, for the
‘Government to extend the provisions of the
Act to the harvest about to be reaped? If
we suy it is not wise all T can reply to
that is that I do not agree with it, and that
the majority of the people in the country
will not agree with it cither. It is impera-
tive in the present cirenmstances tlat the
provisions of the Act shall he extended to
the new harvest. The reason the House can-
not take the respousibility of rejecting the
measwre is not becanse the Government
have brought it down late, but because the
circumstances eompel the extension of the
Act to the harvest about to be reaped. The
sole purpose of the clause is to extend the
provisions of the Act to the new harvest
and the only question we have to decide is
whether we shall do it or not.

Hon, J, J. HOLMES: The Minister in
charge of the scheme told the House that
the old wheat on hand had to be protected.
We can protect that by a special Act of Par-
liament it wnecessary., The Minister for
Edueation just now drifted off that to the
priee of wool and what was done in that
regard. I would like to put him right on
that point by queting am inastanece which
came under my notice in which certain wool
was shipped to London and was sold at
2s. 10%qd., while the grower here got
1s. 714d, The grower at the other end of
the world gets every penny that wool fetches,
but the grower in Australia owing to the
wool pool must aecept whatever the Imperial
Government like to give. During the war
period the Government controlled all freight
on the North-West coast and they tried to
keep down the price of meat by making a
purchase in 1917 which cost the country
£50,000, This year they controlled the
freight on the North-West coast and there
was a strike during the only months in which
meat conld be shipped, and they had nof
the courage to make the men go to sea. It
was not politic to get the boats to sea and
the resnlt was that the meat growers in the
North were not able to scll their meat.

Ton. A. SANDERSON: I am anxious to
sce the wheat pool come to an end. T am
prepared to withdraw my amendment be-
exuse I understand another hon. member has
an amendment to submit which more than
covers the ground. I have no desire to
criticise what was done during the war, and
1 admit this readily, that we caunnot at onee
shnt down withont any reference to what
has gone before. Therefore T am anxious
to give the Government cvery opportunity
of treating fairly all the parties interested
in this important matter. I withdraw the
amendment because it is likely that the
amendment it is proposed to move will
earry out more effectively what 1 desire.

[COUNCIL.]

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Hon. .JJ. DUFFELL: The leader of the
House attempted to justify the action of
the Minister in introducing the Bill on the
ground that there was not sufficient shipping
to carry away the wheat, His argument is
not in keeping with the statement in the
Press that all the various lines which did
business with the State prior to the war are
resuming practically their pre-war schedules,
The wheat scheme emanated from the Fed-
cral Government. The resvit of their inter-
ferenee with the sugar industry iz well
known to us, The priee of sugar since they
took control and rvegulated the industry
aud deported the South Sea islanders is
£30 15s. a ton at Fremantle, and recently
we  were oftered refined Java sugar at
£4 73 Gd. a ton. How long are the people
of the Commnonwealth going to suffer this
interference with the legitimate laws of
supply and demand? It some limitation
were inserted in the Bill, it would show that
these industries could not expect to continue
to he spoen-fed by the Federal or State
Government to the detriment of a majority
of the people of the State. The people of
Western Australia are paying more for cer-
tain commodities as a2 vesult of State inter-
ference.

Hon. M. STEWART: The memories of
some tnembers are very short. This Bill
enmme to us from another place and reached
us earlicr than in other sessions.

Hon, J. Duffeli; What has that to do
with our memorics?

Hon. H, STEWART: Mr. Holmes, in a
gomewhat emphatic  tirade, acconsed the
wheatgrowers in eonjunction with the Labour
party of being responsible for foreing wheat
marketing conditions on the country. That
is guite wrong, The wheat pool emanated
from the actions of the Tederal Government.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Wihat about the pre-
sent Bill?

Flon, M., STEWART: .It is a necessary
consequence to proteet the intercsts of the
Statc. What financial burden has the State
had to carry in conncetion with these mea-
sures?  There will be a surplus when the
pool is cleaned up and, apart from exercis-
ing a paternal influcnece, the Government
have not been incommoded financially in any
way.

The CHAIRMAN: We are dealing with
Clawse 2, and not the Bill as a whole.

Hon. H. STEWART: I was rveferring to
the burden of which Mr. Sanderson spoke
when dealing with the same clavse. Had a
wool pool been in operation a year earlier,
the man referred to by Mr. Holmes would
have heen protected and more money would
have come to the Commonwealth.

Hov. G. J. G. W. MILES: T am pleased
the Government have brought down this
measureg and I thirk n majority of the Com-
mittee realise that it is necessary, but T take
exeeption to the faet that this House has
had ne chance to consider the matter until
it is too late. We have to accept it now or
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have no say in it at all. Last year the Gov-
ernment gave an assurance that no agree-
ment would be cntered into hefore Parlia-
ment had had an opportunity to decide
whether tenders should be called or what
method should be adopted. This measure
should have been brought dewn immediately
Parlinment met. That is the ehief objection
to it, We want some provision to compel
the Government next year, before they enter
into any negotiations whatever with any
company or aequiring agents, to give this
House an opportunity to express an opinion.
For that reason I move an amendment—

That the following proviso be added:
‘“Provided also that no arrangement shall
be -entered into for extending the Acts to
wheat harvested during the season 1920-
1921, and no wheat-acquiring agency
agreement shall be entered into or nego-
tiated without the previous consent of
Pariiament.’’

This will foree the Government to come to
Parliament hefore entering inte any nego-
tintions next year,

The HONORARY MINISTER: I ask the
Committee not to agree to the amendment.
We do not know where it will land the Gov-
ernment. To hind the CGovernment in that
way might place them in a very diffienlt
position. The complaint that the RBill should
have bheen bhrought down carlier is reason-
able, but the circomstances are such that it
condil not have heen intreduced earlier. I
was ealled away to Meclbonrne and the Bill
was introduced in another place before my
return. Tt was before another place for
eight weeks and reached us somewhat late,
T had a discussion with the Premier during
the tea hour and I ean say that it such a
Eill is neeessary next year the Government
are prepared to bring it down quite early.

Hon G. J. G. W. Milea: You gave us that
assurance last year.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: You have had time
to make an agreement but not to introduce
the Bill.

The HONQRARY MINISTER: If mem-
hers are going to impose such far-renching
conditions on the Government, it will he im-
possible to earry on the administration.

Hon, J. CORNELL: I hope the House
will not agree to the amendment. I am sorry
the Minister has not made out a better case
in opposition to it. There is more beneath
the amendment than appears on the surface.
If the amendment were passed, it would be
the «death knell of the Bill

Hon. A. Sanderson: Hear, hear!

Houn. 8ir E. H. Wittenoom: I do not think
80.
Hon. J. CORNELL: Ne doubt it meets
with Mr. Sanderson’s approval beenuse he is
opposed to anything of a collective char-
acter. He forgets that noe individual can
stand alome. No great objeetion was ad-
vanced against the poal during the erisis in
which it proved so necessary and a Gedsend
to the community. The poo! is a Commeon-
wealth coneern and, when it ccases to he a
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Commonwenlth coneern, it will ccase to be
successful Dbeeause there will be mno com-
munity of control over the trade so cssenfial
to the wheat industry, namely the shipping.
Huving trusted Ministers, irrespective of
politieal creed, during five years of war to
operate the Bill, I am content to allow them
another chance. If we agree to the amend-
ment we shall place the Government in the
invidious position of having to get the sanc-
tion of Parliament before they ean negotiate
with the Commmonwealth, If hon, members
desire to get rid of the pool or of the ae-
quiring agencies, they should votc against
the Bill.

Hon. G. J. G. W. Miles:
reject it this scssion.

Hon. J. GORNELL: = Hon members want
to so hamstring the Government that they
will not be able to enter into an agrecment
next season, which is an unworthy method
of killing the pool,

Hon, H, MILLINGTON: I have not
taken exception to the Bill, which provides
orderly machinery for dealing with a mis-
take in which this State is intercsted. The
rejection of the Bill woull mean commercial
chaos, What I objeet to is the manner in
which this picee of machinery is being man-
ipulated by ove firm wlo cach year have en-
terad into n secret agrecement with the Gov-
crnment which we are afterwards called upon
to validate. The Bill gives the Government
just the power they want for negotiating,
whereas the amendment would prevent all
{urther negotiation. But if we prevent the
Government from opealy necgotiating, there
is so clear an understanding hetween the
Government and the company concerned that
nothing ean be framed which will prevent
them from ecarrying on the same old game
year after year. I am afraid T eannot sap-
poert the amendment, bot I hope some means
will be found which will compel the Govern-
ment to introduce the next annual Bill early
cnough to allow Parlinment to decide upon
what lines the negotiations shall proeced.
The Bill is designed to cover up sharp prae-
ticea on the part of the Government.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member
must withdraw the imputation of sharp prae-
tices on the part of the Government,

Hon, T. MILLINGTON: I will with-
draw. T wish T could find Parliamentary
Ianguage which would express my view of
the ncgotiations of the past. I support the
Bill, but T object to the manner in avhich the
Bill has been manipulated in one dircetion.

The CHATRMAN: We are dealing with
Clanse 2 onlv, and not the whole of the Bill

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: Clause 2 pro-
vides for the continuvance of the existing Act.
It is diffienit, therefore, to vefrain from dis-
cussing the Aet.

Mon. 8ir E. H. WITTENOOM: Tn the
past the pools have heen very nseful, I am
not opposed to the pool, nor to the measure
bhefore ma, but I want to hear of some
finality, T want to learn that next year we
shall have some say in the management of
the pool. if it is to be decided to continue

It is too late to
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the pool. T do not eare who gets the Dusi-
ness. The only thing I want to know is
whether or not Parliament should have a say
in this. Eere we have an immense agree-
meut, involving the cxpenditure of thousands
of pounds, yet we have not any say in the
matter. The agreement is being worked un-
der to-day.

The Monorary Minister: They have not
acquired any of this scason’s wheat.

Mon. Sir B. H. WITTENOOM: But they
ave making arrangements to that end. Let
the  Minister give us an undertaking that
next year Parliument shall have a say hefore
the apreement is settled.

Hon. A, SANDERSON: I support the
amendment heenuse T cannot accept the as-
smance of the Minister in regard to the
policy of the Government. I expected that
lie would wake a clear statement that the
Government were opposed to the continn-
ance of the pool, and that at the carliest
opportunity the system would bhe stopped.
Fhe Minister cannot have rend the report
of what was done 2t the Ballarat meeting
of farmers two or three months ago, prob-
ably ‘the most important meeting of furmers
ever held in Anstralia, The council of the
farmers’ convention, as it was called, aub-
mitted a scheme to deal with the future
handling of Auwstralian wheat harvests. The
proposals of the council provided for the
compulsory eontinuance of the pool by leg-
islation, and the elimination of political
control by the appointment of three grain
commiggioners.  They proposed many other
things, but T Mo not wish to take up the
time of the Committee in recounting them.
There was 2 long discussion on the ob-
jert.  The president, Mr., McRobert, ex-
pressed the opinton that Vietoria could put
up a seheme without conferring with organ-
isations outside tho State. Mr. Kendall,
the Honorary Minister, rpoke, and without
further disenssion the motion of the ex-
ecutive, with the suggested addition hy
Ar, Lockhart—which was not of great im-
povtance—was carried unanimeusly. What
I waut to know fram the Government here
is, are the farmers of this country anxious
to continue the wheat pool? and, if so, how
do the farmers wish to do it? - In ome way
it is a perfectly legitimate operation. I am
prepared to congider most favonrably the
matter of the farmers’ combining in a
wheat pool on their own and with their own
cash. But it is preposterous to ask Parlin.
ment to arrange overything for them and
place the nltimate responsibility on the tax-
payers of this country. The farmers can-
not have it both ways, I am not surprised
at both wings of the Labour party support
ing the proposal, beeause it plays right inte
theiv hands, To them it means playing for
the cheap loaf., Buot the farmers, owing to
their politieal shortsightedness and  inaex-
perience, do not really understand what
they are playing for. Let the wheat pool
be established, but Jet the farmers elearly
anderstand what it is leading to. I appre-
ciate very fully the big finaneial inferests

[COUNCIL.]

concerncd in this affair, AN the diffcrent
interests—the agent, the banlker, the ship-
per, the farmer—are watehing very closely
indeed what {le vavious  Loegislatures
are doiog in this vegard. I support the
amendment, and I hope it will be carvied,
but if hon. members tlearty undeestand
what we arve voting on and what the effect
of the amendhnent will be, T am compellad
te he indifferent whether it is carried or not,
for I do not wish to get onc single vote
uuder false pretences. The two wings of
the Labour party will get the cheap loaf
quickly enough. I appeal with confidenee
to country members, who surely must re-
alise that the rewmnants of the Liberal
party of this State are most anxious to
support the intelligent section of the' far-
mers, I appeal to country members who
have not signed the Country pledge. With
our assistanee they may carry the amend-
ment, or at all events peint out to the
farmers the danger of allowing this pool to
continue. The sooner the connection he-
tween the Government and the farmers in
the wheat pool is severed, the better it will

be for the Government and also for the
fariers.
Hon. B. J. LYNN: I agree with Mr.

Sanderson in being indiffercat as to the fate
of this amendment, I am indifferent be-
cause I realise that the Government eannot
possibly aceept Mr. Miles’s amendment. If
Parliament meets in July or August and the
Government of the day will not be in a
position to negotiate for the acquiring of
wheat until after the Address-in-reply hns
been disposed of, it simply means that the
Government eannot carry on the affairs of
State.  On referring to ‘‘Hansard’’ hon,
members will find T predicted that Govern-
ment activities in the aequiring of wheat
would result in the creation of a eommereinl
hody such as the Westralian Farmers Ltd.
The wheat aequiring agency was given to
the Westralian Farmers at a time when it
wag stated that they had not the necessary
commereial oxpericnce or eapacity to handle
the matter. I opposed it bitterly, because 1
recognised that it meant the diverting of
trade from the country storckeeper and the
merchant who, up to that time, had stood
nobly to the farming community. But, the
trade having heen diverted, and the com-
mereial organtsation having been built up,
I do wot think any member can say but
that during the past 12 months the West-
ralian Farmers have handled the wheat as
well as, if not better than, any previous
aequiring agent. I realise that the pooling
system, in some form or other, is here to
remain. The parent body, through ihe
smaller co-operative concerns in the coun-
try, hag built around itsell a business con-
neetion heeanse of eommunity of interests.
Assuming even that tenders were to be
ealled. the arganisation which the Westra-
lian Farmers have built up in the coyntry
would prevent competition in the future.

Hon. J. Cornell: TIs that not the hest
policy for the farmers?
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Hon. R. J. LYNN: Yes, I did propose to
go into the question on the second reading
of wiping out the Government control alto-
gether and seeing whether the wheat hand-
ling could not be done entirely by the farm-
erg, but I did not think it reasomable to tie
the lhands of the Government and prevent
ihem from negotinting respectiong the terms
and conditions under which they proposed
to comduet this business. The Government
may intend to eall for tenders, or deal with
the matter by means of a tender board, or
by the allocation of distriets, bot this amend-
ment will prevent them from cngaging in
any system without censulting Parliament,
when it will he too late to do anything.

Hon, G. J. G. W, MILES: T can see no
objeetion to the amendment. The Heonorary
Minister has given uws an assurance that the
Government will net enter into a further
agreement without consulting Parliament.
It he is prepared to give that verbal assur-
ance, why is he not prepared to do so in
black and white? 3Mr, Cornell puts the Gov-
ernment before Parliament, but I say that
Parlinment should he consulted before the
Government take any action of this kind.
Mr. Millington wants the House protected,
but at the end of his argument says he will
vote against the amendment. The only solid
argument uvsed against it is that put forward
by Mr. Lynn. If the wording of the amend.
ment means that it will prevent the Govern-
ment from  calling tenders, there may be
gome objection to the word *‘negotinte.’’
I @o not think the amendment will prevent
the Government from calling tenders for the
handling of next year’s harvest, so that]
Parliament may have an opportunity of see-
ing how this business is to be conducted.
Tt is now too late to do anything, and T hope
the Commitfee will see that Parlinment is
protected and that we have some say in the
handling of the affairs of the country.

Hon. J. W, KIRWAN: T intend to vote
for the amendment. It is regrettable
that such an amendment i3 necegsary.
It indieates that the Government are
likely to c¢eds the powers they are ask-
ing for. In view of what has been
going on for many years past it is
necessary that some such amendment should
be earried. Governments in the past have
been inclined to cede the authority given to
them by Parliament. The definite spirit of
the clavse is that the Wheat Marketing Act
should not be extended beyond the season
1919-20. 1If eircumstances should arise when
it is necessary to extend the operations of
the Aect, surely there is nothing to prevent
the Government from bringing down a Bill
to give them the necessary power. We ought
to do something to restore the autherity of
Parliament in many other directions hesides
this, The present attitude of the CGovern-
ment i3 contrary to the spirit of Parlia-
mentary government and of the Constitn-
tion. It js deplorable that it is necessary
for us to insert such an amendment in the
Bill. Tf the pooling business has come to
stay it should not be earried ount in this way.
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1 cannot believe that hon. members who re-
present the Country party require this Bill
to be passed in the helief that it will lead
to the nationajisation of the handling of
wheat, I am astgre they will wish the matter
to be carried out in a Constitutional way,
through Parliament,

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: I
amendment will not be carried.  TUnfortun-
ately cirenmstances arose which made it
necessary for the Government to take con-
trol of the wheat. It has given us an insight
into the system by which the people of the
country ean control the output of their pro-
duce. I am sure the farmers of Australia
are desivous that the pooling system should
continue, hut I think they would prefer to
have the handling of it and the financing of
it themselves. They realise that the more
speedily they can get away from Govern.
ment control in this matter the hbetter, It
will not be necessary, however, to amend the
clause in the direction proposed, to put the
farmer into that positioun. He is inclined to
take it up already. The taking away of the
contro]l from the Goverument and the exer-
cise by the farmers of that control ereates
5 period of transition whiech we shall sadly
endanger if we pass this amendment, Tt
will injure the intcrests of the farmers to
do so.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: T intend to support
the amcudment., I have yet to learn that
the Honorary Minister who is engineering
this Bill has the interests of the farmers at
heart, notwithstanding that he is leader of
the Country party in this Chamber. The
report of the Royal Commission on the Wheat
Marketing Scheme will be remembered. In
thig roport the chairman refers in one part
of the evidence to the manager of the Wheat
Scheme, Mr. Keys, who ig being held up
before this Chamber as a mar having more
knowledge of the handling of wheat than
any other person in the State. He is being
extolled by the leader of the Country party.

Hon. J. Corncll; He should be for the
position he oeccupies.

Hon, J. DUFFELL: T admit that he is
deserving of high compliment when he is
1old enough to make the statement he did
to the chairman of this commission. The
chairman asked him, in question 4503, if he
lhad not stated that he had got out a
scheme under whieh he could do for £10,000
what the Government were paying £25,000
to the Westralian Farmers Ltd. for doing.
Mr, Keys replied that he bad worked out a
statement of what it would cost to handle
ten miilien bushels and, applying the rates
whieh they paid for that year, he calenlated
they would he paying the Westralian Farm-
ers Ltd. £25,000. The chairman then asked
him if that amount was for handling that
aquantity of witeat, and Mr Keyp replied
that it was so and that on the following
Tuesday worning he would hring the schome
before the Commission. TUntil the leader of
the Country party c¢an show me that
he hzs solid rcasons for permitting an out-
side company to handle the wheat for

hope the
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£25,000, on a basis of ten million bushels
when his own manager can handle it for
£10,000, I bave yet to learn that he has the
interests of the farmers generally at heart.
We intend that they shall not vegotiate until
Parliament hos had a say. Thizs means that
fustead of calling Parliament together at the
end of July or the beginning of August, the
Government must call Parbiament together
carlier to consider what arrangements they
will have to make in regard to the handling
of next season’s harvest. If hon. members
have the interests of farmers at heart and if
they intend that as much saving shall be
brought about by the handling of the har-
vest us has been stated in the sworn testi-
meorty which I have quoeted, they can have no
objection to mecting Parliament at the be-
ginning of .Tune. They would then have
ample time to eomplete arrangements for
giving further support to the handling of
the 1920-21 harvest, One of the leading
members of the Westralian Farmners Ltd, re-
cently stated that they opened their mouth
and the members of the Government tumbled
into it. They know that they have the Gov-
erhnient behind them and with their own re-
preseutatives in Parliament to carry the bal-
ance of power they will get all they can out

of Parlinment whether hon. members like
it or not. .
THon. H. STEWART: Tl amendment

will introduce diffienitics We are involved
with the Commonwealth and the other States.
Each Bill stands on its own in regard to ad-
ministration, but all the selling is done
throngh the central body. We will have the
position that the representative of this State
will go to the East to deal with matters with
his hands tied. That is not a fair position
to pnt the farmer in,

Hon. J. J, Holnes:
1o say in the master?

Hon. H., STEWART: The Jdifficulty T
have mentioned is one that has to be pro-
vided for.

Hop, J. CORNELL: A charge has been
laid against Ministers for getting away from
the authority of Parlinment. In a general
sense T will admit that charge and I will
gladly welecome any proposal that comes be-
fore this Chamber whiech will in a general
sense restore that authority of Parliament
which the present Govermment are charged
with filehing, Tf the position is unsound let
us demelish it wholly and not do it piece-
meal. T am not going to tie the hands of
the Government on 2 meagure which T con-
sider is most democratic and which has the
approbation of a greater nnmber of people
than has any other concern or agreement
which has ever been entered into. At any
rate, I would like to sce Parliament meet
earlier and oftencr. That might be an ad-
ditiounl reason why we should get extra re-
muneration for our services. The Labonr
Government  always summoned Parliament
hefore the ¢nd of the financial year so as
to got supplies in fhe proper mauner.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Several
mcibers have spoken in strong terms re-

Ts Parliament to have

[COUNCIL.]

garding the action of the Government in en-
tering into the arrangements they did last
year. Mr. Millington said there bhad been
manipulation on the part of the Government,
I repudiate all snch remarks. The Govern-
ment entered into the agreement oun the ad-
viee of the advisory board anmd, in addition,
we had the rccommendation of the general
manager, Last year the Goverument set out
to get efficient and cheap handling and they
got it. Mr. Duffell wade a strong charge
against the Government. If the hon. member
had done one-sixteenth part of the good for
his constituents that T have done for mine,
he would have reason to be proud of it.

Hon. J. Cornell: He tried to protect the
peodles. _ !

The FHONORARY MINISTER: Mr.
Duffell said the general manager had seg-
gested a seheme whercby several thousands
of pounds conld be saved to the scheme, The
Goevernment considered that proposal and
agreed that it could not be earried out by
the Government, We had a diffieult task up
to the time of the appointment of the Royal
Commission. Nothing the wheat scheme
coull do was right and, if we had cxtended
the handling to the country sidings, what
turmoil there would have been! The nmend-
ment will have the effect of tying the hands
of the Governmant. It iy ali very well to say
Parliament must be consulted before an
gereement is entered into, but an agreement
of tiis deseription involves months of con-
sidleration. The amendment would foree the
Government into the position of having to
accept the terms dictated by any ecompany.
If the Government have to aequire the wheat
during the 1920-21 seasen, tlis amendment
will prove a fatal mistake.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: You have only one
firm eotpeting now, and you conld not have
a worse condition of affairs than that.

The HONORARY MINISTER:  This
ecountry is secured in the matter of advances
for its wheat and the farmers had cheaper
andl better handling than at any time during
the history of the seheme or, T helieve, be-
fore it.

Hon. G. .Y, G. W, Miles: Where is the evi-
dence?  What is the olyjection to Iletfing
Parliament know?

The IONORARY MINISTER: The
amendment will tic the hands of the Govern-
ment.

Hon, G, .J. G. W.Miles: The hands of the
Government ought to be tied, too..

The HONORARY MINISTER: As this
is a coneern in which the Government stand
to lose money, they should have every op-
portunity to watch the position.

Hon. G, J. G, W, Miles: What say hag

Parliament?  The agreement is already
gignod by the other party.
The HONORARY MINISTER: If the

hands of the Government are tied, it will he
fatal to the intcrests of the Stnte.

Hon. G. J. G, W. MILES: I want to
make it puerfeetly clear that T have no ob-
jeetion to the pooling system, and T wish the
farmers to be assisted in every possible way,
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but I strongly object to the Minister coming
te the House with an agreement already
signed by the other party and cxpeeting us
to ratify it. The amendment is designed to
.tie the hands of the Government so that they
cannot enter into another agrccment of this
nature without ¢oming to the House and let-
ting us decide how the wheat shall be
handled,

Amendment put and a divigion taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. .. .. .. 6
Noes .. . .. .. 18
Majority against .. .. 10
AYES.
Hon. J. Duifell Hon. §ir B. H. Witlenoom
Hon. Y. W, Kirwan Hon. J, J. Holmes
Hon. G. W. Miles (Teller.)
Hon, A. Sanderson
Nozsa,
Houw. C. F. Baxter Han. J. Mills
Hon. H. Carson Hon. J. Nicholson
Hon. E. M. Clarke Hon. A, H. Panton
Hon. H. P. Colebatch Hon. E., Rose
Hon. J. Cornell Hen, A. J. H. Saw
Hon, V. Hamersley Hon, H, Stewart
Han. R. J. Lynn Hon. J. Cunningham
Hon, C. McHenzie {Teller.)
Hon. H. Millington
Awendment thus negatived,
Clause put and passed,
Clause 3—Authority for agency agroe-
ment:
Hon, J. CORNELL: I move an amend-

ment—

That after ‘‘agreement,’’ in line 2 the
words ‘‘aud the distribution of ('l'mmged
wheat’’ be inserted.

Some members hold that it ia impossible for
Parliament to amend such a measure, but
we should be able to extend the powars
given under such a Bill. The Westralian
Farmers LEd, do all the aeguiring and the
State takes over the distribution of the
fa.q. wheat to the port of shipment, or to
the millers in the State. Trfortunately,
there is a certain amount of damaged whent
which the pool has to get rid of. When it
comes to the question of damaged wheat,
however, another firm does the business. A
tirnde of abuse lhas been levelled against
the Minister, against the Westralian Far-
mers Ltd. and against the whole prineiple,
but no word hag been said about the distri-
bution of damaged wheat. Nor have I yet
seen. any schedule of the terms and con-
ditions under which the damaged wheat is
distributed. I learn that it is done by an-
other firm altogether, namely Dalgety &
Co. A strong c¢ase ¢an be made out for the
acquiring and  distribution of damaged
wheat by the firm which acqnires the handl-
ing of the sound wheat. Tnder the existing
cireumstances, the man in the metropolitan
aren who grows a few chickens has to poy
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Gs. per bushel for damaged wheat—when
he can get it. It is a seamdalous position
of alfairg, 1 do not believe the farmer him-
self desires that more should be paid for
damaged wheat than the miller pays for
prime wheat, Either the Government or the
distributing agents arc deserving of the
strongest censure in this regard, The Com-
mitte would be well advised to limit the
handling of all wheat to twe parties,
nmmely, the Government and the acquiring
agents, The passing of the amendment will
not mean the loss of the Bill. This is the
only opportumity we have for protesting
against the garotting of that large section
of the pubtie which has a use for damaged
wheat,

The CHATRMAN: All amendments ought
to be sent up in time for inelusion on the
Notice Taper. I e afraid the amendment
moved by the hon, member will not effeet
what he desires. It does not read corvectly
into the clanse. T suggest that the hon.
member withdraw it and have it redrafted
for inclusion in the Notice Paper to-mor-
TOW.
© The HONORARY MINISTER: The ex-
isting ageney agreement will not termin-
ate until the 31st Tdecember and, conse-
quently, the words could not be added Lo
the eiause.  The hon. member mentionad
that poultry growers were sometiines unable
te procure inferior wheat, Certainly, for a
period, we were short of inferior wheat. It
was 2 happy position to be in, although
rather hard on poultry growers.

Heon. T, Cornell: Why not lct them have
goud wheat at the same price?

The HONORARY MINISTER: We insti-
tuted inquiries in the Eastern States, but the
price there was found to ba too high, and
consequently we made geod wheat nvailable
at the same price. The hon. member said
that farmers il not desire a higher price for
inferior wheat than for good wheat. They
do not.

Hon. J. Cornell: Then who gets it?

The HONORARY AINISTER: All wheat
is based on its milling value, no matter in
what condition it may be. Even to-day I am
not paying 5s. 6d. o ‘bushel for inferior
wheat. On the ofher hand, some retailers
may eharge that much, whieh is the price
that millers pay for wheat for gristing, As
far as T know, the highest price paid for in-
ferior whent has been 4s. 6d. per bushel.

Hon. J. Duffell: Why it brought 4s. 8d.
Iast weelk at anction!
The HONORARY MINISTER: Very

rarely doeg it go over 4s. 6d. Reeently, bet-
ter class wheat has heen liberated on account
of the shortage of inferior wheat. The
amendment would be out of order, for the
agreement does not terminate until the 31st
December, -

Hon. A, SANDERSON: We cannot hope,
unfortunately, to make any alteration in the
agreement but we can get some information.
From the report of the anuual meeting of

+ the slrareholders in the Westralian Farmers,

Ttd., it appears that for 1917 the company



1050

aade a profit of £12,757, equal to about 133
per cent. on the paid-up capital. How much
commission wag paid to the Westralian
Farmers, Ltd,, for collecting wheat?

The Henorary BMlinister: T regret it is im-
possible for me to earry such information in
my head.

Hon, A. BANDERSON: I should have
thought the Minister would have had that
information at his finger-ends, or elsc that
he weuld have lhad available a copy of the
Wheat Scheme balanee sheet.

The Monorary Minister: T will give the
hon. member the information to-morrow,

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I also want to
know what was poid to the other nagent,
Dalgety & Ca,, for the distribution of dam-
aged wheat? I would be inelined to sup-
port an amendment hinding over to Govern-
ment officials the distribution of damaged
wheat. What is the opinion of the manager
of the Wiecat Scheme with regard to the col-
leetion of sound wheat and the distribution
of damaged wheat? In 1918 the Westralian
Farmers, Ltd., made a profit of £14,000, and
in 1919 a profit of £18,500. These are sub-
stantial profits. Further, there is the profit
made by Dalgety & Co. on the distribution
of damaged wheat, The total of the profits
made by the Westralian Farmers, Ltd,, and
by Dalgety & Co. will give some necessary
information te the mover of the amendment.
The profits in question helong to the Govern-
ment, and should not he handed over to the
Westralian Farmerg, T.td, Under this clanse,
if it is earried, members of Parliament will
be in the position of managing dircctors of
the Wheat Scheme, If the result of the
pool had been a suceess for the Treasury of
this country, that would be a sound argu-
ment in favonr of thoe continnance of the
present arangement. Withont the inferma-
tion for which T have asked, it is not easy
for mo to give an intelligent vote on the
amendment. As at present informed, T am
unahle to support the amendment.

Hon. M. MILLINGTON: T do not know
that the amendment is necessary, The wheat
having heen acquived, the nequirer of it
neeessarily has authority to sell it: and that
anthority has been delegnted to Dalgety &
Co. The Government, who are very friendly
with the Westralian Farmers, Ltd, could
have given that company the power to dis-
tribute the damaged wheat. Why introduce
new machinery to give the Goversment a
power whieh they possess already?

Hon, J. CORNELL: With the objeet of
moving an amendment kindly furnished to
me by the Clerk as being more applieable to
the elause. T ask leave to withdraw the
amendment T have moved.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Hon, J. CORNELL:
ment—

That in line 2, after the word ¢‘agency,’’

the words ‘faud distribution’’ be inserted.
My desive is to have only two parties hand-
ling the wheat, the Government on the one
side and the acqniring company on the other.

I move an amend-

[COUNCINL.]

1 have no desire to see a third party like
Dalgety & Co. interested in the business.

1 have no charge to make against Dalgety &
Co. in connection with the high price of

damaged wheat, but T do say that either .
the Government or Dalgety's are culpable.

Can the Honorary Minster tell me that 30

per cent. of the extrancovs matter in wheat
makes that wheat as good for flour as f.nq.

wheat? Very litte faa.gq. wheat ean be
placed on the gencral market, and there is
no competition betweer the unserupulons

dealer in damaged wheat and the genuine
farmers. There is ne supervision either. The
Honorary Minister says it would be a bad

thing to give to the Westralian Favmers the
distribution of damaged swheat, but after

that remark I suggest that he should take
o lesson in logic. IFor three years the pub-
lic have been filehed and robbed over the
pprice they have had to pay for the hy-pro-
doets of wheat, and they iiave had no re-
dregs. No word has been nttered to show
on what basis the farmers’ by-products shall

bo distributed, what the charges are in con-
neetion with these by-prodncts, and whether
the farmer and the conswmer are getting a
fair deal. To my mind it is the middle-
man who ia getting the hest of the deal,

1 wiil not press the amendment if the

Honorary Minister will assure me that, on

the distribution of damaged wheat in the
State, after the termination of this agree-

ment and hefore the expiration of this Par-

linment, he will bring down a similar DBill

to this and cnter into an agrecment on these

lines. If he is not prepared to give me that
agsurance he iz not worthy of support and

this Bill is not worthy of support. The

difference in value involved may not be very
great, but so far as the principle is con-
cerned there is no difference. If the ae-
quiring party has the distribution of the
wheat it wili mean a deereased cost to the
general publie.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Afier
taking over the administration of the schenw
two rears age | found that inferior wheat
was being sold at far below its value.

Hon., V. Hamersley: They have made up
for it sinece.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The hon,
member shonid be pleased that that is so.
Throngh the competition of different people
who were handling it, the wheat was being
sold at below its value, I, therefore, ap-
pointed Dalgety & Co. to control it and im
mediately jnereage the priecc to what was a
fair rate, that is the milling value of the
wheat, the priee being increased by Gd. n
bushel all round, Before the next agreement
was enteveld into tenders were called for the
handling of inferior wheat, and all the firms
concerned tendered, but Dalgety’s tender
wang the eheapest hy one half per eent.

Hon. 8Sir E. H. Wittenoom: Why did you
not do that Iast year with these firms?

The HONORARY MINISTER : The
agents had their opportunity then to do the
same as they did with the inferier wheat,
but they did not take it.
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Hon, 8ir BE. H. Wittenoom: Did you call
for tenders?

The HONORARY MINTSTER: I had
their prices submitted but they were too
high., The same thing would apply to the
sale of inferior wheat.

Hon, Siv 1. H, Wittenoom:
not call for tenders this year?

The HONORARY MINISTER There was
nothing to be gained by doing so. We had
a satisfactory priec lnst year. Purther, this
matter reecived the consideration of the
Wheat Marketing Advisory Board, who sent
in a strong recommendation to the Govern-
ment which was supported by the manager,

Hon. G. J, G. W, Miles: To do it your-

Why did you

self,
The HONORARY MINISTER: No, to
appoint  the Westralion  Farmers Ltd. to

kandle the wheat for the scason.

The CHATRMAN: The Honorary Minister
must diseuss the amendment.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Mr, Cor-
nell snid that people were being filehed and
robbed.  The people of Western Australia
arc prepared to pay a reasonable priec for

their requirements, especially when these
come from the farming community,

Won. J, Dufell: DBut not an outrageous
price.

Hon. J. Cornell:
to the price.

The FONORARY MINISTER: Dalgety
& Co. get their returns on the fair value of
the wheat. T do not kuow what is charged
for the wheat nfter it leaves them, for we
have no contrel over that - mutter, The
dealers may be charging too mueh, The
bhakers are charging one halfpenny a loat
too much, but there is no control over them.

The CHAIRMAN : We arc discussing
damaged wheat and not bread.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I had a
consnltation with the bakers with the view
of gebting them to adopt a reasonable price,
but they would not make an agreement. If
the amendment is earried it will mean that
we cannot ask for quotes next year, but will
have to give the handling to one firm.

Hon, J. DUFFELL: Whilst I weleome

Farmers have no say as

any scheme which would give poultry and .

pig raisers an opportunity of obtaining feed
Tor stock at 5 reasonable price, I cannot sup-
port the amendment. The Honorary Min-
ister statell that Dalgety & Co. are only
getting a fair return for the handling ot
the wheat that is below wmilling quality. T
dety him to jostify their actions in limiting
the quantity of inferior wheat that may be
bronght to the State at any one time.  This re-
striction has had the cffect of preventing local
growers from getting the necessary quantity
of wheat to ennble them to eompete with
the growers of bacon in the Eastern States.
Fven the farmers cannot get wheat for
feed purposes. I asked a question last year
regarding the acquiring of this wheat by
Dalgety & Co.,, and it was then stated that
thay had an agreement until December,
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1918. What I would like to know is, when
¢lidl the Honorary Minister get the anthority
of Parliament to extend that agreement? I
am rather inclined to think that he did it
on his own authority. Aections like that will
shake my faith in the Minister. They will
make me lock very carefully in the future
inte all measures which he introduecs into
this Chamber.

Hon, H, MILLINGTON: I am opposed
to the suggestion by Mr, Cornell that the
Westralian Farmers Ltd. should be handed
titis buginess  Those in eontrol adopted this
methed of distributing damaged wheat, and
in order to make sure that the ponitry
raisers wonld have the advantage of con-
petition, artificial means were resorted to
to ensure that the top price was obtained.
The services of a reputedly smart business
firm were secured to show them how to do it.
The Governmment were not preparcd to take
the responsibility of raising prices and sell-
ing infeviar wheat at an exorbitant price.
They ealled for tenders, but one business
firm sceured the right fo distribute that
wlheat, and they know how te make the
price uniform and kecp it up te the stand-
ard by regulating the supply. Now we find
the pouliry raisers complaining that they
are heing robbed., That is true, hecause the
most approved husiness methods of keeping
up the price have been adopted, and prob-
ably that wonld be the case if the thing
were handed over to the Westralian Far-
mers Ltd., because it would be te their in-
{erests to see that any wheat that went into
the pool fetehed the highest price possible.
Tt the State wishes to give a fair deal and
not to get an artifieial price for damaged
wheat, let the State control it and adopt
the same methods as are adopted at the
present time by the Chamber of Commerce.
Tt is just as well to stop in time and try
the old method that has heen so much com-
plained ahout. Tet the State take a° hand.
Tt has an interest net only in bolstering up
the pool but in protecting the general pub-
lic; and the Westralinn Farmers Ltd. have
just as much consideration for the general
publie as Dalgety & Co. They treat their
own shareholders well, but as far as -the
gencral public are eoneerned they do as Dal-
gety & Co. do. T will give Mr. Sanderson
my assistance to sce that in future, instead
of callinug in business firms to bolster up
the pool, the pnblic shall have an oppor-
tunitvy of getbing an article, bnt not at a
fietitions value.

Hon. 8ir BE. H WITTENOQOM: I have
listened with considerable interest to several
of the specches, and I must say, giving eare-
ful congideration to them, that hon, mem-
bers secem to have made ount a strong case
for the Wheat Pool. The Government have
been trying to do the best they can for the
wheat growers. We find, on the other hand,
they guaranteed an advance last year, and
this year they are guarantecing 5s. DBut
further than that we are told that even for
the damaged wheat the farmers get the
same price as for good wheat, How can we
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get anyone to run the pool better? Could
anything he eondueted in a better manner
than that? Tt seeins to me the only trouble is
tiiere has not been enough damaged wheat,
This statement was borne out Ly the Ain-
ister some time ago when he said they were
short of damaged wheat, and had to try to
get some in the other States. 'There are so
many people who want damaged wheat that
they are prepared to give this high price.
All T can gather from the debate is that tha
Minister and the Government are carrying
out their duties in conncetion with the pool
g0 satisfactorily that complaints are made
that they wet as high a price for damaged
wheat as for good wheat. They ought to
be very satisficd with themselves after that,

Hon, J. DURFFELL: T suggest that pro-
gress be reported to give us an opportunity
to cateh our trains, or the Minister shonld
undertake to provide motor cars to convey
us home, ’

Hon. J. CORNELL: T would agree with
Sir BEdward Wittenoom it the farmers or
the pool were getting the benefit of the high
price. My complaint is that they are not
getting it.  The Honorary Minister, in his
flippant manner, said if the amendment was
agreed to, he wonid be unable to get quotes
next year, and Sir Edward Wittenoom per-
tinently interjected, ‘‘Why did you not
got quotes this year?’! [f the Honorary
Minister agrees to report progress, 1 should
like him to lay ou the Table of the House
to-morrow the agreement with Dalgety &
Co. relative o the damaged wheat. If le
does not do so, 1 intend to give notice to
move for the papers, Then we might have
the revelation that the terms under which
Dalgety & Co. distribute the wheat iz on the
basis of the selling price. Tf so, it would
suit Dalgety & Co. to hold up the damaged
wheat and demand the highest priee pos-
sible. ~

Hon. G._J. (+. W, Miles:
crnment fx the price,

Hon. J. CORNELL: They have a fixed
quantity to sell and I do not think it is suffi-
cient for the requirements of the State.
There is not enough damaged wheat.

The Henorary Minister: At one period
there was not, but since, we have hiad cnough.

Hon. J. CORNELL: There is suflicient
wheat for the State’s requirements, and
pouitry raisers would unot object to paying
6s. per bushel for good wheat. Such wheat
shouldl be released from the pool.

Hon. G. J. G. W, Miles:
bine in restraint of trade.

Hon. JJ. CORNELL: The Honorary Min-
jster said there is nothing to control the re-
tailer of damaged wheat; yet Porlinment has
realised the nceessity for controlling what
we might call the retailer of f.a.q. wheat.
Surely it is reasonnble and logical to fix a
standard for damaged wheat and handle it
in the samec manner as the other, Then we
should have a proper pool and the farmer

T think the Gov-

There 13 o com-

[COUNCIL.]

would know what his damaged wheat would
realise, the same as his f.a.q. wheat.

Hon, A. SANDERSON: It is not easy, in
Jiseussing the amendment, to keep com-
Pletely outside the argument regarding the
aequirentent, In regard to the reporting of
progress, I like o leave the business in the
hands of the leader of the House and at pre-
sent I intend to o that. I ask the Honor-
ary Minister, why has he echanged his mind
in regard to the distribution and control of
wheat? In 1916 the Honorary Minister,
when a private member, according to *‘Han-
surd,’’ page 914, said—

As a matter of fact, T think that the
Government should step in and handle the
scheme. Why should they not do so? T
see no diflienlty in the way. We have a
general staff to handle the wheat, a staff
which is there cvery year, with seales and
weighing appliances and everything ready.
‘We could have the Commissioner of Rail-
ways and his men superintending the
stacking on the railways.

Apparently the same would apply to the dis-
tribution of wheat. Why has he changed his
opinion? So far as 1 can understand the
position, ne one has any control of this
affair., The Government have no control;
Parliament has no control. I (o not charge
the Government with motives. My charge
againgt the Govermment is that they have no
motives; they simply drift alont, The only
people one enn understand in regard to this °
affair are the Westralian Farmers Ltd.

The CHATRMAN: The hon, member must
confine his remarks to the amendment.

Hon. A, SANDERSON: Ts not the amend-
ment to hami over all wheat to the West-
ralian Parmers Ltd.? That is the amend-
ment as T ounderstand it. 1T shall agree to
this on one condition. We shall have the
great advantage of putting the whole posi-
tion in the hands of the Government instead
of the Westralinn Farmers Ltd. The coun-
fry will then save not only the distribution
but the collection, and everything else. It
will all Db¢ handed over to the Minister,
which is the policy the Minister himself sup-
ported when a private member. I will add
the observation, that the Minister must be
highly entertained and amused with the de-
cisions of the Committce. He has brought
down this measure; we have discussed one
amendment and got rid of it. Now we are
on this amendment, and as far as I ean un-
derstand from the Arift of the disenssion,
nothing is to be done. The Government arc
to get the Bill through, monstrons as if is,
just as it stands, and they will fool us to the
top of our Dent. Tf the amendment is
passed and the thing is handed over to the
Westralian Farmers Ltd, it will be simply
e motre step in the direetion of disaster
for Western Anatralin, The diseussion is of
no practical value, except that it clicits from
the Minister certnin interesting information
and gives us on opportunity of protesting
against the position of affairs, Parlizament
it to Dblame for permitting eontrol to he
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taken out of its hands. The Minister gets
the PBill through and goes home and laughs
with his Kellerberrin rustics.
[The President resumed the Chair.]
Progress reported,

House adjourned at 10.34 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.n, and read prayers,

QUESTION—TODDER SUPPLIES AXND
PRICES.

Mr, MALEY asked the Premier: 1, Ts he
aware that speculators are already purchas-
ing standing crops, or hay in stook or stack,
or chalf for forward delivery? 2, Will he
ageertain from the Governments of Neow
South Wales, Vietorin, and Sonth Australia,
and publish the information gained, for the
proteetion of loeal producers—-(a) a forocast
of the harvest prospects in those States; (b)
the estimated deficiency below normal re-
quiremnents of hay likely to be produced in
those States; (c¢) the true’'market values
from time to time? 3, Will he issue instrue-
tions for an immediate compilation of hay
production in this State to enable an esti-
mate to he formed of the quantity likely to
he available for export above loeal require-
ments? 4, What is the approximate shipping
freight per ton from Fremanile to Fastern
States ports likely te prevail until March
next? 3, Will a check be kept on any rise in
the price of bran and pollard in this State,
owing to Jdrought conditions in the Eastern
States?

The PREMIER replied: 1, I know that
hay is being purehased in stook, 2, Yes. 3,
Yea. 4, This information is not available,
5, Yes,
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BILLS (3)—RECOMMENDED BY
MESSAGE.

Messages from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriation in conneec-
tion with the following Bills:—

Perth Mint Aet Amendment,.
, Government Railwoys Act Amendment,
, Prices Regulation.

L

[

OBITUARY-—HON, H. J. SAUNDERS.
Letter in Reply.
Mr. SPEAKER: I have received the fol-
lowing letter:—

To the Speaker of the Legislative As-
sembly. Denr Sir,—T and my family wish
to tender our sincerest thanks to the mem-
bers of the Legisiative Assembly for the
resolution passed expressing their deepest
symputhy to us in our recent hereavement,
Yours faithfully, Julia SBaunders, 24th
Oct., 1919,

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.

1, Prices Regulation,
2, Road Districts.
Transmitted to the Legislative Council.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1919-20.
In Committee of Sapply.
Resgumed from 23rd Qctober; Mr. Piesse in
tho Chair,
Dopartment of Londs and Surveys; Hon,
T, Mitchell, Minister.

Vote—Lands and Surveys, £49,722,
WMr. FIARRISON rose to speals.

Hon., P. Collier: [s the member for Avon
in charge of these Estimates?

The PREMIER and MINTSTER TOR
LANDS (Hon. J. Mitehell—Northam)
[4.407: Do I understand the lecader of the

Opposition objcets to this vote?

Hon, P. Collicr: We should have an ex-
planation of it, I think,

The PREMIER: T thought the hon. mem-
her was prepared to pass the votec withouf
diseussion.

Hon. P. Collier:
tion.

The PREMIER: T gave considerable in-
formation when I introduced the Budget. If
the leader of the Opposition wishes to know
why we have increased the vote by £35,000,
I may tcll him that a great deal of work is
being done. Some time ago, a Bill was passed
ordaring the re-assesament of pastoral leases.
Tn view of that, we have to classify 230 mil-
lion aeres of land, and that work will in-
volve considerahle oxpense. We have two
parties out on this work of reclassification,
and prepose to increase the number if we
are nhle to get suitable men,

Hon, . Collier: Only two parties in tho
North-West?

The PREMIIIR: We had one party and
have split it inte two, but I wish to carry

Give us some informa-



